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PRINCE RUPERT 
_ His 
DECLARATION. 


2UAtA T will ſeem ſtrange (no doubt) to ſee me in 
Od) þ 2 5 print, my known Jiſpoſicion being ſo contrary 
.to this ſcribling age; and ſure I had not put my . 
d ſelfupon a Declaration if in common prudence 
I could have done otherwiſe, | 
I neednar tell the world( for it is too well known ) what 
malicious lying Pamphlets are printed againſt mee almoſt 
every morning, whereby thoſe buſte men ftrive to render me 
as odious as they would have me, againſt whom doubtleſfſe I 
had ſooner declared, but that I well knew this mutinous lying 
ſpirit would be eafily convinced, but never ſilenced, which, 
as it ceaſcth at no time, ſo it ſpares no perſon. And this was 
too manifeſt tome, by thoſe bold, odious, and impoflible un- 
truths forged againſt His facred Majeſtie, their own King 
and Soveraigne{ and my Gracious and Royall Uncle) who 
is onely oy of this, that he is too good tobe their King ; 
and to deale clearly, this was it furniſhed me with ſufficient 
patience, thinking it but reaſonable, that I ſhould be ſlandered 
as well as His Majeſtic. | 
Bur fince it hath pleaſed my Lord Wharton to tell the 
whole City of London openly at Guild-hall, and fince to tell 
itall the world-in print, that one great cauſe of their preſer- 
vation at Edge-hill, was the barbarouſneffe and inhumanity of 
Prince Rupert and his Troopers, that we ſpared neither man, 
woman, nor child, andthe thing which we aime art is pillage 
and plundering, and the way which we would come by ir is 
murthering and ccHrore s fince ſuch a charge as this comes - 
from-ſach a mouth, I hold my ſelfbound in honour to ſpcak 
_andrellthat Lord, that as much of his ſpeech as concernes 
- mee, isno truer thenthe reſt of it, which for the moſt part 
is as falſe as any thing that hath been ſpoken or printed in 
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Londen theſe two: years : and had I known his :Lordſhips in- 
tention, I would have asked his reaſon either before or now at 
Keinton, if his Lordſhip had but ſtayed ſolong as to beasked 
 thequeſtion, _ 

But me thinks I hear the credulous people ſay, What? was 
not the Kings Standard reſcued from them by force 2 were 
there ſo manyas 20. of our men killed by all the Kings Ca- 
nons 2 was not our right wing. long under the power of their 
Canons, ſo as ſome 17. ſhot of Canon ſhot againſt them, and 
yet not a man of ours ſo much as hurt ? Nay, were there not 
300e, {lain of the Kings Army, and but 3eo. of ours 2 If 
theſe abominable untruths( with many more like them in his 
Lordſhips ſpeech ) be all true, then ſhall he freely charge me 
with barbarouſneſſe and inhumanitie z but if theſe be moſt 
groſſe falfitics ( as many thouſand worthy Gentlemen will 
rake their oathes they are ) then I muſt profeſſe I am ſorry 
that any Baron of the Englifh Nation ſhould utter ſuch fowl 
untruths,to deceive the poore abuſed Citizens of Loydop with 
falſe reports, and ſo ſlander us. Twas ever my- opinion, that 
no valiant man would ſpeak a known untruth ; nor can I 
blame his Lordſhip or any others faint-heartedneflein ſo bad 
a.cauſe as theirs'is, which doubtleſſe is the reaſon why ſuch 
Noblemenand Gentry in His Majeſties Army, who hitherto 
had ſpentall their daies in peace could then fight ſo valiantly 
ex tempore,not valuing their lives, and forgetting their deareſt 
relations ; ſo as our enemies in their hackney railing Pam- 
phlets were forced to ſay, The Cavaliers( to givethe Devil 
his due)/eueht very valiantly: And indeed,had they not ſhewed 
rather too.much valour, ,our enemies had hat lefſe botrome 
whereon to ſound any utitruths, whereof take this relation 
to be one of their maſter-pieces of forgeries::- for that they 
ſlew as many of ours,as we did of theirs,1s as true,as that they 
beat usat Sherbourn Caftle and at Worcefter, 

Now for barbarouſheſſe and inhumanity to women and 

children, wherewith his Loxdſhip and thoſe impudent unpu- 

niſhed papers cried daily inthe ſtreets docontinually flander- 
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us, I muſt here profeſſe, that I take that man to be no Souldier 
or Gentleman, that will ſtrike ( much lefle kill )a woman or 
aChild, if it be in his power to doe the contrary : And I open- 
ly darethe moſt. valiant and quick-fighted of thatlying Fa- 
ion, to name the time, the perſon, or the ben, whos any 
child or. woman [oft ſo much as a hair from their head by 
me; or.aty of our ſouldiers. Ina battell, where two Armies 
fight, many one hath unfortunately killed his deareſt friend, 
very often thoſe whom willingly he would otherwiſe have 
ſpared; and whether any woman or child were killed in this 
ght is more thenT can juſtly ſay : Iam ſorry ifthere were. I 
ſpeak not how wilfully barbarous their ſouldiers were to the 
ounteſle Rivers, to the Lady Lucas in Eſſex, and likewiſe 
ro the like perſons of quality in Kert, and other places : 
Whom have we ever puniſhed for ſpeaking againſt us, as 
they moſt Jewiſhly whipped to death a Citizen of Londen, 
for ſaying no more then what was included in His Majeſties 
Proclamation. But ſince they name plundering, whoſe mo- 
nics ? nay, whoſe Armes have we taken away ; unleſle theirs, 
who actually had, or atleaſt declared they would uſe them. 
againſt His Majsſties Army ? And for that little cloth bor- 
rowed for our ſouldiers ( wherewith their Pamphlets make 
ſuch a noiſe) His Majeſty by Gods help will ſee it better paid 
for,then any thing they have taken up on publick Faith, What 
houſe have we ranſacked, as they did the Earle of Ngrthamp- 
tons? mangling and cutting in pieces rich chaires, beds, ſtools 
and hangings; drinking as much and as long as they: were: 
able, then letting the reſt run out upon the looxe, when as the 
very Earle of Bſſex his houſe at Chartley ſuffered not the leaſt _ 
damage by us. What Churches have we defaced,as they did 
at Canterbury , Oxford ,-Worceſter , and many other places ? 
whole pockets have we pickteyer tothe value of three pence, 
under pretence of fcarching for letters, as they lately did in 
GloceRterſhire, and particularly this: laſt week at Windſor and. 
Yxbridge? 1s it not their uſuall praQtice firſt to plunder. 
a mans hoyſe of all plate _y monies, and then jimpriſon him. 
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45 a Delinquent, forno other fault, but becauſe he ſtood Ioy- 
all to bis Prince ; as if it were too little to rake a mans cſtare, - 
naleſſe alfothey rob him of his innocence * Have they' not 
now. ſtuffed all the priſons in London with Earles, Lords, 
Biſhops, Judgesand Knights, Mafters of Colledges, Lawyers 
and -Gentlemen of all conditions and Counties © for whar 
{ God knowes:) they themſelves know not :infomuch as now 
 theyare enforced to: find out new priſons for Knights, Al- 
dermen, and ſubſtantiall Citizens of Londen, who are now 
thruft in thither onely becauſe they are ſuſpected to love their 
King 2 Have they not by impriſonment or threats muzzled 
the mouthes of the moſt grave and learnedſt Preachers of 
London: witneſſe DoRour Featly, Dotour Hayward, DoRour 
Holdſworth, Maſter Shute, Maſter Squire, Maſter Griff:th, and 
many others (for ſo-I am informed theſe men are) becauſe 
they preach: that which their conſcience tells them. js the 
known truth. And whoare countenanced but. jgnorant-and 
ſeditious teachers, who (like the Malle Prieſts of old) call 
mightily on the people for their plate and money for their 
patrons and themſelves 2 who, beſides their daily Pulpit 
treaſons, vent ſuch other Divinity, as if Zuther were living 
he would bluſh to callthem Proteſtants : And if this be nor 
cruelty, injuſtice, and tyranny, let God and poſterity judge, 
Now for any looſeneſle or incivility in our ſouldiers more 
then what is incident -and common to great Armies, I wiſh 
they would not mention'it, leſt ſome impartiall readers, who 
know their courſes,underſtand it to be meant by ſome of their 
great Reformers, whb are that way as notbriouſly (guilty as 
any : And for my ſelf, Tappeal to the conſciences of thoſe 
Lords and Gentlemen, who are my daily witneſſes, and to 
thoſe people whereſoever our Army hath been, what they 
know, or have obſerved in my carriage, which might not be- 
come one of my quality, and the ſon ofa King. And whereas 
they flander us for Popiſh Cavaliers, I wiſh there were. no 
more Papiſts in their Army then we have in ours , but to me 
tis no wonder with whart face they can ſlander us wen diſ- 
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affeed to the Proteſtant Religion, when as their grand Re+ 


formers refuſe to come to Church. For His ſacred Majeſty 
I have been xfrequent witneſſe here in Envland!(and all the 
world knows he never fhewed himſelf otherwiſe) and there- 
fore hold it to be my part and _duty to tell them, that His Ma- 
jeſty is the moſt fgithfull and beſt defender of rhe Proteſtant 


Religion of any Chriſtian Prince in Erope, andis ſo accoun- 


red by all the Princes in Chriſtendome. And what a graci- | 


ous fupporter hath he beenin particular to the Queen of Bo- 
hemia( my vertnous Royall mother) and to the Prince Ele- 
Ror,my Royall brother, no man can be ignorant of: if there- 
fore in common gratitude I do my utmoſt in defence of His 
Majeſty, and that Canſe whereof hee hath hitherto been ſo 
oreat and happy a patron z no ingenuous man but muſt think 
it moſt reaſonable : And for my ſelf, the world knows how 
deeply I have ſmarted, and what perils I have undergone for 
the Proteſtant cauſe, what ſtately large promiſes were offe= 
red me would I conſent, and whata wretched cloſe impri- 
ſonment was threarned, if I refuſed to change my Religion, 
when I was captive to the Emperour of Germany, enough to 
ſatisfie any man of moderation : But if it be not ſufficient, I 
would to God all Engliſhmen were at union amongſt them- 
ſelves, then with what alacrity would I venture my life to 
ſerve this Kingdome againſt thoſe cruell Popiſh Rebels in 
Ireland : for though I will never fight in any unrighteous 
quarrell, yetto defend the King, Religion and Lawes of a 
Kingdome againſt ſubjects, who are up in armes again their 
Lord and Soveraigne,and ſuch ( all good wiſe men know this. 
and that of Ireland to be ) though the pretence look ſeverall 
waies z'fuch a caufe my conſcience tells me is full of piety: 
and juſtice : and if it pleaſe God to end my daies init, I ſhall 
think my laft breath ſpent with as much honour'and religi- 
on, asif I were taken off my. knees at my prayers. I think 


there is none that take me for a Coward ;for ſure I feare not 
the face of any man alive, yet I ſhould repute ir the greateſt 
vikory in-the world. to fee His Majeſty enter London in: 
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eace,without ſhedding one drop of bloud : whete,I dare ſay 
{God and His Majeſty are witneſſes Tlye not no: Citizen 
ſhould be plundered of one penny or farthing, whereby .chat 
ancientand famous City would manifeſtly perceive how de- 
ſperately it hath been abuſed by moſt ſtrange, falſe and bot- 
tomleſle untruths,for which ſome body(without repentance) 
muſt be aſhamed at the day of Judgement, if they eſcape a 
condigne legall puniſhment inthis world 'f therefore con- 
clude with this open 'profeſſion( and Iam confident our . 
whole Army will ſay Amen unto it ) he that hath any deſigne 
againſt 1he Proteſtant Religion, the Lawes of England, or 
hopes to enrich himſelf by pillaging the City of London, let 
him be accurſed : And ſo, whether peace or warre, the Lord 
proſper the work of their hands who ſtand for GOD and 
King CHarLEs. 
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